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One of the fastest growing counties in the United States  

    

 
The building located at 20 W Washington Street in Joliet, commonly known as the Eagle Building, has been 
torn down. Built in 1903, the building most recently housed the Sheriff’s Investigative Operations since 1978. 
This site is slated to become a surface parking lot to accommodate visitors to the Will County Courthouse. This 
project is part of the Will County Capital Plan which will continue to prepare county government for the future. 
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The Eagle Has Fallen  
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On June 28, 1984, the 
United States Congress 

passed an act recognizing 
the first Monday in 

September as Labor Day. 

The holiday was created 
by the labor movement 
and is dedicated to the 
social and economic 

achievements of American 
workers. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 WILL COUNTY – Sixteen schools were honored by the Will County Land 
Use Department at the annual Earth Flag Award ceremony at the Rialto 
Square Theatre.  

     They were welcomed by Will County Executive Larry Walsh, who 
greeted the students as “leaders of tomorrow.” 

     He commended them for their hard work and advocated that they keep 
educating their parents and others.        

      

     

 

47 schools earn Earth Flag Awards  

To accommodate the continued need of Will County residents for 
safe, convenient electronic recycling, an agreement was reached 
with the City of Lockport to reopen an electronics recycling center. 
The site will be open from 6 a.m. until 11 a.m. on Tuesdays and 
Fridays at city’s public works facility, 17112 Prime Boulevard. 

Items will be accepted from Will County residents only and an ID is 
required to prove residency. No more than two televisions will be 
accepted at one time.  
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Will County Office Building 
302 N. Chicago Street 

Joliet, IL 60432 
(815) 722-5515 

 
www.willcountyillinois.com 

Find the Will County 
Executive Office on the 

web: 
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LinkedIn 

 

 
Google+ 

 

 
YouTube 

 

Walsh noted that although not all of them were able to send people to the May 18 event, 47 schools 
earned the distinction. “That’s huge. Keep up the good work.” 

     Joan O’Keefe, the Environmental Educator with the Resource Recovery and Energy Division of 
the Will County Land Use Department, also reminded the students to continue to share their 
knowledge about recycling. “People need to be reminded.” 

     Winning the Trex Plastic Bag Challenge, in which the students collect plastic bags from stores, 
was Pioneer Path School in Channahon, which collected 1,743 pounds of bags, which broke down 
to 6.22 pounds per student. It was followed by Frankfort Square School and Peotone Jr. High, in 
second and third place, respectively. 

    TREX manufactures decking and outdoor furniture from the used plastic bags, and sponsors a 
contest each year to see which schools can collect the most plastic bags for recycling. 

  

 Will County partners with Lockport to reopen  
electronic recycling center 

 

Other recyclable items include computers, printers, scanners, fax machines, small appliances, 
such as vacuums, toasters, radios, stereos, video recorders, phones, and cameras. 

Additional efforts are being made to open additional sites, as well as offer one-day events 
throughout 2016. 

Illinois is the third largest consumer of electronic devices in the nation and 98 percent of 
electronics can be recycled. The state has banned electronic items from landfills, but legislation 
is still needed to cover the costs of recycling.  

For more information on recycling in Will County, visit the website: www.willcountygreen.com. 

 

http://www.willcountyillinois.com/
https://www.facebook.com/willcountyexecutive
https://twitter.com/WillCountyExec
https://www.linkedin.com/company/3633923
https://www.youtube.com/user/willcountyexecutive
http://www.willcountygreen.com/
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Music helps Sunny Hill residents remember, elevates moods 
     “Music replays the past memories, awaken our forgotten worlds and make our minds travel.”  ― Michael Bassey Johnson 
 
    Music can pick you up, bring back memories and get your feet tapping or get you dancing in your seat. In some cases 
it can help you forget pain.  
 
     At Sunny Hill Nursing Home of Will County, residents are using personal “music players,” as they refer to their iPods, 
for all of those reasons as part of the county-owned facility’s Music and Memory Project.  
 
     Local participation in the national movement was kick-started in large part by a more than $5,000 donation from 
KSKJ, the American Slovenian Catholic Union, Lodge No. 2, which held a fund-raiser in May 2015 to benefit the program.  
 
     “It’s the most rewarding thing ever,” said Kristine Smith of the Social Services Department, who oversees the 
program, working with residents and their families over several days to choose the music that will mean the most to the 
listener. “If they’re able, they tell me what songs they like.” 
 
     The pathways in the brain that remember music are the last ones to wither; researchers have found even people with 
dementia will perk up after listening to music from their past, often remembering – at least temporarily – people and 
feelings they otherwise can’t recall. 
 
     Smith said 10 residents currently have the iPods with headphones. Some residents have asked for it; others have 
been recommended by the staff. “We use it a lot for mood.” If a resident is depressed or bored, music can help.     “Once 
it’s loaded, it’s all theirs. They can listen to it any time they want to.” 
 
    Three shared their stories. Continue on page 5… 
 

CIRCUIT COURT CLERK MCGUIRE ANNOUNCES EXPANDED 
e-FILE OPTIONS 

 Will County Circuit Clerk Pam McGuire, announced today, “The Will County Twelfth Judicial Circuit Court has received 
approval from the Illinois Supreme Court’s Administrative Office and will begin accepting all civil filings pursuant to Will 
County Local Court Rule July 1, 2016.  We are excited to extend to those that utilize our office the option to electronically 
file court documents from the convenience of one’s home office or mobile device.  e-Filing work stations will also be 
installed on the second floor of the main courthouse in the Circuit Clerk’s Office.  This is just one of the many electronic 
initiatives we are in the process of putting in place to allow easier access to individuals that need to conduct business with 
the Will County Court.”   

Chief Judge Richard C. Schoenstedt added, “With the Illinois Supreme Court approval to expand e-Filing to civil, criminal 
and citations, the Will County Circuit Clerk’s Office remains at the forefront in making full use of technology as it relates to 
the creation, storage and security of all court files.  This will only continue to improve necessary judicial services”.  

Andrea L. Chasteen, Director of Operations added, “I am extremely proud of our staff members and all of their work in 
diligently learning new processes, ensuring that we are ready to handle customer’s needs efficiently using technology. We 
are enthusiastic to expand the ability to file all approved civil case categories; allowing public and attorneys to file from the 
comfort of their offices or home. This hopefully will lessen some of the congestion at the Courthouse”.    

McGuire further stated, “Individuals will be able to file with the court 24/7, however, documents received by the Clerk 
before midnight on a day the courthouse is open shall be deemed filed that day.  If filed on a day the courthouse is not 
open for business, the document will be deemed filed the next business day.  Further guidelines can be found at 
www.circuitclerkofwillcounty.com or www.i2file.net by searching Section 18.0 of the Will County Local Court Rules.” 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7189272.Michael_Bassey_Johnson
http://www.circuitclerkofwillcounty.com/
http://www.i2file.net/


 
 
 

 
 
  
 Schools attending the event were: A. Vito Martinez Middle School, Romeoville; Reed Custer Middle School, 

Braidwood; Elwood Elementary School, Elwood; Kenneth L. Hermansen Elementary School, Romeoville; 
Frankfort Square Elementary School, Frankfort; Pioneer Path School, Channahon; Richland Grade School, 
Crest Hill, St. Mary Nativity School, Joliet; 

 

     Also, Laraway Elementary School, Joliet; Hufford Junior High School, Joliet; Arlene Welch Elementary, 
Naperville; Melvin J. Larson Educational Center, Joliet; Union Elementary School, Joliet; Holy Family School, 
Shorewood; Lockport High School, Lockport; and John R. Tibbot Elementary School, Bolingbrook.  

     Winners who were unable to attend were: Carl Sandburg Elementary, Joliet; Arbury Hills Elementary School, 
Mokena; Ludwig Elementary School, Lockport; Walker Intermediate School, Tinley Park; Irene King Elementary 
School, Romeoville; Lakewood Falls Elementary School, Plainfield; St. Joseph School, Lockport; Bolingbrook 
High School, Bolingbrook; Chelsea Intermediate School, Frankfort; William B. Orenic Intermediate School, 
Plainfield; 

     And St. Rose School, Wilmington; Eagle Pointe Elementary, Plainfield; Anna McDonald Elementary School, 
Manhattan; Furquun Academy, Bolingbrook; Liberty Elementary School, Bolingbrook; Aux Sable Middle School, 
Joliet; Spencer Crossing Intermediate School, New Lenox; Arnold J. Tyler School, New Lenox; Haines 
Elementary School, New Lenox; Lincoln-Way Central High School; New Lenox; 

    Also, Kelvin Grove Junior High, Lockport; Milne Grove Elementary School, Lockport; William J. Butler School, 
Homer Glen; Taft   Elementary School, Joliet; Central Elementary School, Plainfield; Marycrest Early Childhood, 
Joliet; Apple Tree Pre-School, Plainfield; Peotone Junior High, Peotone; KLA Pre-school, Plainfield; Victor 
Andrew High, Tinley Park; and Jerling Junior High, Orland Park.  

    To earn the award, a school must complete four “Earth friendly” tasks each year. Schools must discourage 
paper waste by enacting a “use both sides” policy for teachers and students.  They must also recycle used paper 
and at least one additional material such as cans, printer cartridges, batteries or plastics. Optional tasks include 
starting an environmental club, composting organic food scraps, or cutting energy use in school buildings.  Next 
school year, schools can explore new ways to reduce lunch waste through procurement and waste disposal.   

Additional information about the Will County Land Use Department and its activities can be found 
at   www.willcountygreen.com. The department is led by Director Curt Paddock and is under County Executive 
Larry Walsh’s office. 

Continued from page 2… 47 schools earn Earth Flag Awards  
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http://www.willcountygreen.com/


 
 
 

  

Dorothy Kovach 

 

Dorothy Kovach, 93, grew up in 
Chicago and most recently before 
coming to Sunny Hill had lived 
with her daughter, Susan Kovach, 
in Joliet. With generations of 
musicians in the family, she’d 
grown up with the sounds of 
classical music. 

    “My family is full of music,” said 
Kovach, herself a pianist in her 
younger days. “I was so hungry 
for my music.” 
    She said she no longer 
remembers composers or song 
titles, but the music brings back 
the feelings. 
     “I’m in seventh heaven when 
I’ve got classical music going,” 
she said. 
     Kovach gave a big sigh, 
nodding along to the music, and 
smiled as she listened. 
    “When (music has) been so 
much a part of your life, you miss 
it.” 
 

Ray Mirelez 

 

Ray Mirelez, 77, of Joliet has been a 
Sunny Hill resident for a little more 
than a year. He’d been there about 
three months when he saw other 
residents with the iPods and asked 
how to get one. 

     “I have all these CDs, but no CD 
player,” he said.  
    His music player is loaded with 
country music. “I thought that was 
the only kind (of music),” he said. 
“I’m a hillbilly from Oklahoma.” 
    Not just any country music, he 
said, the old country music, like 
Merle Haggard.  
    “I don’t really have a favorite 
singer. It’s the songs. 
    He and Smith went through his 
CD collection, picking out his 
favorite tunes. He listens every day. 
    “Some songs bring back 
memories – some good, some bad. 
(Listening) picks me up.” 

Connie Nuzzo 

 

Connie Nuzzo, 83, grew up in Chicago 
and came to Sunny Hill thanks to a 
brother in Frankfort. 

    “I like Big Band (music),” said Nusso. 
“I grew up with that. I don’t like the 
music of today; it’s jumping around 
music.” 

     Judy Garland, Doris Day, Dean 
Martin and Sammy Davis are some of 
her favorite singers and, oh, yes, 
Johnny Mathis. 

     She’s been to many Mathis 
performances, “He gives a real long 
concert.” 

     She loved going to concerts, and 
also saw Judy Garland and the King 
himself, Elvis Presley. Every few 
months, she asks Smith to change 
some of the singers. She listens every 
day and sometimes into the night.  

    Nuzzo uses the music to combat the 
sadness she sometimes feels. When 
she moved to Sunny Hill, she could 
walk. Now she is in a wheelchair.  

    She also finds music is almost as 
good as medication to fight the pain of 
the neuropathy in her legs.  

     Smith said she has seen Nuzzo, in 
severe pain and two hours to go before 
her next pill, put her headphones on and 
forget the throbbing until she can get 
her medication.   

     Their iPod playlist “is definitely a 
work in progress,” Smith said. “It’s real 
exciting for (the residents).”  

     Sunny Hill Nursing Home of Will 
County, 421 Doris Ave., is led by 
Administrator Karen Isberg Sorbero 
and is under the office of Will 
County Executive Larry Walsh. 
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Continued from page 3…Music helps Sunny Hill residents 
remember, elevates moods 

FYI 

For more information, go to www.willcountyillinois.com and look for Sunny Hill. 
Sunny Hill is also on Facebook. 

To help, donations of new or gently used iPods, as well as iTunes gift cards are 
accepted. Cash donations should be directed to The Friends of Sunny Hill Inc.  

To learn about the Music and Memory program, go to 
http://musicandmemory.org/.  

 

http://www.willcountyillinois.com/
http://musicandmemory.org/


 
 
 

    
    
 The Executive Staff 

 

Chief of Staff 
Nick Palmer 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Dave Tkac 

Finance Director 
Karen Hennessy 

Budget Director 
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Legal Counsel 
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Manager of Operations 
Jennifer Scharf 

Mobility Manager 
Wendie Garlich 

Communications Director 
Anastasia Tuskey 

Public Information Officer 
         Tammy Reiher 

 
 

Will County Executive Office 
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Joliet, IL 60432 
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Departments under the Will County Executive Office  

Will County continues to move forward and prepare for the future. This year will mark 
some very significant capital improvement projects which will help us continue to serve 
the great residents of our county.  
The projects will visibly change the landscape of downtown Joliet, our county’s seat. 
But we are certain, these projects will make county government more efficient and 
accessible for the people we serve. Plans to increase downtown parking and the 
reopening of Chicago Street will help Will County accommodate the current and 
projected growth in our region.  
We are proud of Will County’s commitment to responsible recycling. This message of 
recycling is being carried through the next generation and they understand its 
importance. Our children are learning how to care for our earth through programs 
offered by our Land Use Department. And we are confident the future of our Earth is in 
good hands.  
Despite changes in legislation and funding for electronic recycling programs, our Land 
Use Department has worked hard to create options for our residents to recycle their 
electronics responsibly. We have opened a few sites and are currently working to open 
more locations. Coupled with a number of one-day collection events, there will be plenty 
of opportunities for our residents to exercise responsible recycling.  
I invite all of our residents to visit the website: www.willcountygreen.com to learn about 
green practices, they can incorporate into their daily lives. It is up to all of us to protect 
our planet.  

   
 
                                                                       

Will County Executive Lawrence M. Walsh  Page 6 

http://www.willcountyillinois.com/
http://www.willcountygreen.com/

	One of the fastest growing counties in the United States
	September 5, 2016

	Departments under the Will County Executive Office

