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THE NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM

A voluntary program based on a mutual 
agreement between the Federal government and 
the local community:

In exchange for adopting and enforcing a 
Floodplain Management ordinance, Federally-
backed flood insurance is made available to 
property owners throughout the community.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The maps are important because:
Maps = for use in administering the NFIP.  The NFIP is…cover the stuff of the slide.
Basic Components of the NFIP
	Identifies & maps flood-prone communities
	Requires participating communities adopt and enforce floodplain management regulations. They’re the tool FEMA provides to communities to help administer their ordinance.
	Provides federally-backed Flood Insurance
Established in 1968 by Congress –	





Initial Countywide FIRM - September 6, 1995 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since many of you were not involved with this project in 2009, I would like to review the “Countywide” FIRM history. 

The initial countywide FIRM date is September 6, 1995. 

You see quotation marks around the word “Countywide” because, 
the initial and subsequent versions of the Will County FIS and FIRM are not truly countywide products.




Physical Map Revisions
September 22, 1999;  November 6, 2000; March 17, 2003

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important to note that since the initial “Countywide” FIS and FIRM,
3 Physical Map Revision (PMR) projects have been completed.

September 22, 1999 - 4 panels updated 
November 6, 2000 - 7 panels updated
March 17, 2003 - 4 panels updated 
The remaining panels are dated September 6, 1995.

So the effective Index Map and FIS Report are dated March 17, 2003,
But most of the effective data is pre-1995



Effective FIRM - March 17, 2003 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-On the Effective 2003 FIRM the  City of Naperville is shown “for informational purposes only”. The effective regulatory products for Naperville are the May 18, 1992 community-based FIS and FIRM.

In the current project, the Will County portion of the City of Naperville is included. 

-On the Effective 2003 FIRM, the community boundaries for Bolingbrook, Minooka, and Godley are shown in their entirety, including area outside of Will County. Fortunately, no Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA) are shown for the portion of the communities outside of the county on these panels.

In the current project, portions of communities outside of Will County will not be included.

-In general, communities with a non-floodprone status were not included in the effective 2003 Will County FIS. 

In the current project, communities with a non-floodprone status are included.

Most of the FIRM panels are dated 1995 and may reflect older information

The paper panels do not show LOMRs, since the Will County maps are still in a paper format, LOMRs are issued as paper addendums  




Digital

Map Mod
Project Team - September 8, 2005 in Joliet
Scoping - November 3, 2005 in New Lenox
Preliminary Maps released January 16, 2009
FEMA/IDNR Technical Briefing - February 26, 2009 in Joliet
Officials and Public Open House - March 5, 2009 in Joliet

Risk MAP
Des Plaines Watershed Discovery - April 25, 2013 in Channahon
Joliet Flood Risk Review - September 14, 2015 in Joliet
Countywide Working Map and Flood Risk Review – April 26, 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes

The Will County Digital FIRM Project was started under FEMA’s Map Modernization Program in 2005


Comment resolution letters were sent out to communities, and those changes are reflected in the work maps today,  however 


Appeals were received and took many years to resolve. 

The Appeal Resolutions were issued January 29, 2016.

Comments received in 2009 and 2013 have been addressed in the work maps





• Update local 
officials on 
project 
status 

• Gather local 
input to 
help guide 
path 
forward



Includes all areas within Will County, does not 
extend beyond County boundary
2013 Orthophoto Base map
5 “new” studies 
Detailed studies (Zone AE) redelineated using 
2004 Will County Lidar (some exceptions)
Effective LOMRs incorporated
Updated review of LOMA, LOMR-F, LOMR-FW
Comments from 2009 & 2013 addressed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Working from the 2009 Preliminary products, updates have been made to incorporate new studies and new FEMA standards.
 DesPlaines River to Brandon Road Lock and Dam (USACE Flow Frequency Study),  Prairie Creek, Jackson Creek – all included in the 2009 Preliminaries
Forked Creek and Joliet studies – added



Minor 
corrections 
to work 
maps

Significant 
corrections/ 
changes to 
work maps

Issue Revised 
Preliminary 
Maps
Open House , 
Comments, 
and Appeals

Effective 
Maps

~ 2 years with 
no appeals

~ 6 – 12 
months

You are 
here



Administrative Processes
for a Revised Preliminary FIRM

30 Day Comment Period
 Non-technical issues related to the floodplain 
 Scrivener’s errors/mistakes  (misspelled street names, 

corporate boundary changes, omissions)

90 Day Appeal Period
 Disagreements based on technical data
 Data is required to support appeals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are formalized processes.  FEMA must keep an accurate record of all comments, appeals, resolutions & other correspondence.

Comment Period = begins today & all communities participate.
Also could be base map error, requests that changes effected by a LOMR, LOMR-F or LOMR be incorporated, other possible omissions or potential improvements to the mapping.

Appeal Period = communities must meet appeal criteria (have certain types of map changes) to be eligible; Data is required.
Formalized notification process to initiate.  
Appeal Period is statutory.  It cannot be extended or waived.
FEMA will acknowledge & resolve all comments & appeals before finalizing maps.




Expanded Appeals Process (EAP)

Areas eligible for appeal include those with:

1. New or revised Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) & base 
flood depths

2. New or revised Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) 
boundaries

3. Changes in SFHA zone designation
4. New or revised regulatory floodway boundaries

Presenter
Presentation Notes

The criteria for appeals has expanded.

Previously only changes in Base Flood Elevations and Base Flood Depths were appealable.

Areas eligible for appeal include those with: READ SLIDE

Communities with changes that meet the appeal criteria are offered a 90-day Appeal Period.

Appeals are technical disagreements based on scientific or technical data. 

All appeals must be supported by technical data. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes

The 38 communities that lie within the geographic area of Will County and covered by this project are listed in this table along with their community number and their participation in the NFIP.

On the Working Products: The villages of Braceville, Godley, Symerton and the portion of the Village of Sauk Village within Will County have no special flood hazard areas (SFHAs). 

Kankakee County because a portion of the Forked Creek Watershed Study impacts 3 Kankakee County FIRM panels

Sent access to the working maps, report and various products



Flood Insurance Study (FIS) - 5 
volumes
County Index Panel – 1 panel
Maps – 127 printed panels
Summary of Map Actions (SOMA) & 
ReadMe file
New Studies Exhibit
LOMR Status Exhibit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The materials we have provided to you in the past few weeks include:




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The workmap total panel count is 129; consisting of 127 printed panels and 2 non-printed panels.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
4 studies were previously incorporated into the January 16, 2009 Will County Preliminary products:
2004 USACE Upper Mississippi River System Flow Frequency Study (UMRSFFS) – Des Plaines River downstream of Brandon Road Lock and Dam (Zone AE with Floodway) 
and three 2007 ISWS studies: 
Prairie Creek and Tributaries upstream of Hoff Road Bridge (Model-Based Zone A)
Jackson Creek from Jackson Branch Creek to approximately 104th Avenue (Zone AE and Floodway)
The now replaced Zone A study of Forked Creek

2 additional studies have been incorporated into the Workmap:
2011/2012 USACE Forked Creek HUC-10 Watershed Study (Zone AE and Floodway) which replaces the 2007 ISWS Forked Creek Study.
2015 ISWS Joliet Flow Path Study, which is the resolution to the City of Joliet appeal of the 2009 Preliminary products. (Zone AE and a small backwater area of Zone A)

Kankakee PMR linked to the Will County project. 

 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
246 Letters of Map Change (243 LOMR & 3 LOMR-F) were incorporated into the project FIS and Workmap.

Reference the Incorporated Letters of Map Change Table in the project FIS.




Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA)  
Letter of Map Revision – Fill (LOMR-F)

Letter of Map Revision – inadvertent inclusion in floodway (LOMR-FW)

• Limited geographic area – do not usually change appearance of the 
mapping

• Managed administratively – letters issued 
• reviewed during mapping projects, which republish FIRM panels, to 

evaluate each case against the new FIRM panels.
• categorized on project Summary of Map Actions  (SOMA)

1. Incorporate 3. Supersede
2. Not Incorporate (revalidate) 4.  Re-determine

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The SOMA list is an administrative way for FEMA to keep track of all of the exceptions to the map for limited geographic areas - such as a single lot or a structure on a piece of property – that is outside the normal mapping process.  These exceptions are called Letters of Map Change or LOMCs.

We are reviewing all LOMC to see if they’re still valid.

You need to be concerned with LOMCs in your community because you may receive phone calls from affected citizens. 

A Letter of Map Changed process as a LOMA will appear on a list and most likely will not be reflected on the maps – even if technical data was submitted.  IF it covers a geographically large area the floodplain boundaries may be revised, but unless an MT-2 application was submitted for a LOMR, no BFEs are incorporated in the regulatory products.



 List of Letters of Map Change 
associated with revised 
panels. Compiled from FEMA 
databases and public records.

 Communities should review 
the list to verify all cases are 
listed.

 If you think a case is missing, 
check your neighboring 
community list.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review list for accuracy. 

If you think a case is missing check the list for your neighboring communities. 

Cases remain within the jurisdiction upon which they were originally determined, even if annexed into a different community.

A community can request a change in the jurisdiction if desired, but this will result in a new case number. 

We have an expert here today who can help you with this, and any other questions you have about your communities SOMA.




Minor corrections to 
work maps

Significant corrections/ 
changes to work maps
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