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Will County Highway Department
Public Information Meetings

November 10, 15, and 16, 2005
The Will County Department of Highways, in cooperation with other agencies and elected officials, is creating the Will County 2030
Transportation Plan to prepare for the continued population and employment growth that is predicted for Will County.

Three public information meetings are scheduled for November 10, 15, and 16 to present project activities and findings, and to give the
public an opportunity to interact directly with the project members. The same information will be presented at each meeting, including:

For more information, please visit our
Web site at: http://projects.ch2m.com/willcounty/

or contact 
Debbie Flaws: Phone (773) 693-3800 x215 

or Email deborah.flaws@ch2m.com

If you require special assistance to attend, please contact Debbie Flaws.

Date: November 10, 2005
Time: 4 - 7 PM
Place: Crete Township Hall

1367 Wood St.
Crete, IL

Date: November 16, 2005
Time: 4 - 7 PM
Place: Wilmington City Hall

1165 South Water St.
Wilmington, IL

➣ Purpose of the Will County 
2030 Transportation Plan

➣ Plan Development Process

➣ County Population and 
Employment Forecasts

➣ Transportation Plan Elements
• Roadway
• Public Transportation
• Trails

➣ Future Transportation Performance

Date: November 15, 2005
Time: 4 - 7 PM
Place: Lewis University

Dining Room
One University Parkway
Romeoville, IL



Will County Highway Department
Public Information Meetings

May 17-18, 2005
The Will County Department of Highways, in cooperation with other agencies and 
elected officials, is creating the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan to prepare for the 
continued population and employment growth that is predicted for Will County. 

Two public information meetings are scheduled for May 17 and 18 to present project activities and 
findings, and to give the public an opportunity to interact directly with the project members. The same 
information will be presented at both meetings, including:

�Purpose of the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan
�Plan Development Process
�Goals and Objectives of the Plan

Date: May 17, 2005
Time: 4 - 7 PM
Place: Lewis University

Dining Room
One University Parkway
Romeoville, IL 

Date: May 18, 2005
Time: 4 - 7 PM
Place: Governors State University

The E Lounge, 
One University Parkway
University Park, IL

The Lewis University Dining Hall is located adjacent 
next to a parking lot off of University Drive. The 
University Dining Room is inside the building labeled on 
the map, first hallway entrance to the right.

The E Lounge at Governors State University is located 
in Building E.

For more information, please visit our web site at: 
http://projects.ch2m.com/willcounty/

or contact:
Debbie Flaws

Phone (773) 693-3800 x215 or e-mail deborah.flaws@ch2m.com
If you require special assistance to attend, please contact Tanya Martinez at (815) 774-3760.



Will County 2030 Plan 
Summary and Disposition of Written Comments Received from 3 

Public Meetings held on November 10, 15,and 16, 2005 
 

• Bill Lamb, Village of Plainfield Trustee, requested a set of colored copies 
of the charts from the meeting.  Set was mailed 11/25/05 

• David A. Prowesky of Honey Glen: 
o Because of the rapid growth of the village as well as the I-355 

extension, Bell Road, 143rd and 159th Street demand widening 
o Develop a “Park and Ride” for Honey Glen residents wishing to use 

public transportation 
o Honey Glen has a trail plan which is available to everyone who 

would like a copy. 
o Three top transportation projects listed are 1.) Roads servicing the 

355 extension, 2.) Trails particularly along I-355 extension and 
159th Street expansion and 3.) Bus service to Honey Glen. 

• Matt Lehar comments “The unconstrained plan development has been 
well planned and has looked ahead on the congestion (existing and 
proposed) coming to Will County.  However without financial commitment, 
the resources and money spent for the plan will be a waste.  The easy 
part of the plan is to identify what projects, however the real work will be to 
identify new sources of money to pay for the plan.  Politicians, planners, 
developers, engineers, etc. need to get together to come up with real 
solutions to pay for this plan.  Some ideas are impact fees, transportation 
tax, referendum and getting more federal money for these projects. 

o Some criteria should be 1.) Roads already congested, 2.) Roads 
near major development that bring in jobs and tax revenue and 3.) 
Roads that are beyond repair 

o The top three transportation projects are: I-55, IL 59 and Manhattan 
Monee / or Wilmington Peotone due to the airport 

• David Born of Marley:  Is concerned who decides which projects are 
selected.  His priority is the I-80 interchange and Schoolhouse Road 
extension.  His understanding is the project is a “done deal” by 
representatives of Mokena but is afraid he and other citizens will not be 
heard because they live in a unincorporated area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

• John J. Considine of Crest Hill: 
o Agrees with the railroad and stations, park and ride lots and buses 

to new stations and mall areas in the unconstrained plan. 
o Renwich Road needs widening from Route 30 to Lockport and 

beyond. 
o  The bridge between Route 53 and Lockport over Des Plaines River 

– 4 or more lanes 
o Weber Road, Larkin from I-55 to I80 needs widening 
o Route 53 from I-55 to I-80 needs more lanes – left turning lane if 

nothing else 
o In general the priorities are 1.)Widen roadways, 2.) Extend railroads 

and 3.) More bus routes. 
• Robert Schroeder of Peotone: 

o The process and projects displayed represent and presume future 
development that may not materialize.  The nature of East Will 
county area has agricultural, preservation and a way of life interests 
not to be set aside by outside interests that would change the 
nature of the area.  Coordination with land use, planning 
department and local determination is needed.  Presumption of 
zoning changes (i.e. population projections in areas of 2.5, 5, and 
10 acre lots for 1000+ population increase; conversion of 
agricultural to other commercial use including an unneeded and 
unwanted airport may contradict current local interests.   

o Priorities should lie with road development and maintenance for 
current residents.  Various county roads are gravel and unpaved 
(i.e. 88th Avenue from Offuer to Manhattan - Monee).  Efficient auto 
traffic is a general need.  Commuter train extension is a plus.  Air 
transportation is not a priority.  Need considering O’Hare, Gary, and 
Rockford expansions.  The confiscation of land and destruction of a 
way of life for east Will County residents is an unwarranted 
governmental intrusion of property and personal rights of those who 
chose to live here. 

o The top 3 priority projects are paving and maintenance of local 
roads (i.e. 88th Avenue from Offuer to Manhattan – Monee Road), 
extension of I-355 and commuter railway extensions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

• Mary- Kay Stanfield of Crete: 
o Crete is in need of pedestrian trails and preserving open space.  An 

ideal area to create pedestrian trails is located east of Crete in a 
natural undeveloped area owned by the Village of Crete, called the 
Reed Ekal property which is situated along Deer Lake.  At one time 
I was told this was approximately 200 acres although she has not 
verified this.  She has also heard the Village of Crete wants to 
develop this land in the near future.  Some of this land should be 
reserved as open space for the benefit of the general public. 

o She requested copies of the exhibits.  Copies were sent November 
28, 2005. 

• Elmer and Barb Halfeldt of Crete: 
o They requested copies of the exhibits.  Copies were sent 

November 28, 2005 
o Their top priority is to have an east – west highway to relieve I-80 – 

94 and local roads before open land are built up. 
• Richard Beil of Crete: 

o The planning group did a thorough job.  He likes the proposed 
arcing rail system that terminates in Lynwood and goes through 
Joliet to points north.  The Joliet to Lynwood leg would greatly help 
eastern Will County.  Extending the existing Metra line from UP to 
Peotone and beyond and constructing the proposed rail line 
through Stager, Crete and Beecher will also boost eastern Will 
County.  The commuter rail lines will enhance mobility for people 
going in and out of eastern Will County.   

o Recreational planning via trails and natural areas is also important. 
o The extension of I-355 to I-57 and to Indiana is necessary. 
o Adding turn lanes and left turn signals for getting onto 394 from 

Exchange Street would greatly reduce accident risks. 
o Commuter rail lines through Crete, extension of Metra south of UP, 

arcing rail system including Joliet to Lynwood leg 
o Extension of I-355 from New Lenox to I-57 and to Indiana. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

• Lois Arms of Park Forest: 
o Plans should be made for people and animals (i.e. migrating birds) 

and not for cars. 
� Economic benefits – Triple bottom line 
� Environmental bottom line – costs and benefits 
� Social bottom line – costs and benefits 

o The public thinks the maps labeled: Action – Oriented Population 
Change” and “Action – Oriented Employment Change” are changes 
from 2005 lately and not from NIPC’s 2030 projections. 

o The process does not seem to include protection of farms nor 
owners of the land.  The area is prime farmland – the most 
productive for the least input.  Farmland is already economically 
developed.  An agricultural economy of all who buy and sell from 
farmers such as Noviston, Archer – Midland Daniels and Kankakee 
Mill 

o The criteria most important are: 
� Quality of life 
� Environmental, social and economic (without economic 

tramping) 
� New roads or widening actually cause congestion delay, 

danger while they are being built even in good weather. 
o The process doesn’t show consultation with the Farm Bureau and 

Forest Preserve District. 
o The County Executive should be listed above the County Board. 
o The plan seems to assume a South Suburban Airport - A 30 year 

urban legend, no airline has ever said anything but no.  The airlines 
are all floundering in bankruptcy except Southwest.  Freight that 
goes anywhere must be small, light and valuable and travel in the 
bellies of passenger planes.  Fed EX and UPS like where they are 
now.  O’Hare is a large well established organization.  Stand and 
Shut this Airport Nightmare Down. 

o Copies of the exhibits were sent to her November 28,2005 
• Anonymous: 

o Not sure how well received expansion of the bus routes would be. 
o Criteria priorities are Economic development, congestion relief and 

new interchange at I-80 and Shoply Road 
o Top 3 priority projects are Metra expansion, new roads and 

widening existing roads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

• Anonymous: 
o Focus on southern part of Will County.  Coal City on the radar 

screen 
o Priorities for the criteria are congestion, economic growth, 

connectivity, multi – modal, safety and environmental. 
o Widening I-55 and north – south roads are a top project priority. 

• Cris Bell of Wilmington: 
o Any improvement to the Braidwood exit includes east and west 

access for both north and south directions. 
o Improvements to the Wilmington – Peotone Road should include a 

direct connection to Lorenzo Road so there is easy flow to/from 
Morris 

o Wilmington Metra 
• Doris Hentze of Wilmington: 

o Bus service every day or at least 3 times a week to Wilmington for 
handicap citizens. 

• Earl Spears of Wilmington: 
o Need roads from Elwood to Manten to new airport 
o Rail service to Chicago for people to ride from Wilmington 
o Fix  route 53 around Wilmington 
o Manten Road 
o Rout 102 
o Peotone Road 

• William Bosnak of Wilmington: 
o The South Arsenal Road – Chicago Road – Route 102 connection 

was left out of the plan. 
o There is $3 million of federal funds for a new 3 lane South Arsenal 

Road connecting Route 53 to Chicago Road.  This means we will 
have a secondary thoroughfare from Route 53 to Route 102 
(scheduled for the spring of 2006 construction).  This will divert 
much of the traffic from Route 102 going through Wilmington (both 
directions). 

o The 3 lane section may become the I-55 connection to Wilmington 
– Peotone Road via Chicago Road.  This is likely since the 
Alexander Farm Road (northwest corridor Routes 53 and 
Wilmington -0 Peotone Road) is going industrial leaving hardly any 
other option on the table. 

o A question of the plan is “Forever play catch up or boldly step 
forward?  Certainly the funds will never be there. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

• Anonymous: 
o Improve the bridge crossing the river in Ritchie 
o Fix I-55 
o Fix Route 53 in Romeoville 
o Widen Wilmington Road all the way to I-57 before growth. 

• Ray Kerkstra of Monee: 
o Manhattan – Crete – Monee Road needs widened as well as 

Routes 45 and I-65 
o How far east does the trail extend into Cook County? 

• W. E. Davy Jr. of Wilmington: 
o Opposes widening Peotone Road from Route 53 to Peotone. 
o South Arsenal road should be widened and connected to North 

River Road and realigned with Peotone further east.  Move the 
industrial park and 150 union facility traffic out of residential part of 
Peotone. 

o Keep traffic moving around Wilmington  
o Widen South Arsenal Road to four lanes. 
o Metro service to Wilmington.  
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Public Information Meetings: Projects and 

Priorities – November 2005

The Will County 2030 Transportation Plan project team has been hard 
at work since the last newsletter was written in October 2004 and public 
information meetings (PIM) were held in May 2005.  The second round of 
PIMs is scheduled for November and will highlight the work completed, 
including the identifi cation of potential projects to be considered in the 
transportation plan.  

Given the anticipated 85 percent growth in Will County’s population 
between 2004 and 2030, Will County began the process of developing 
a 2030 Transportation Plan to identify the means to provide continued 
mobility within the County and plan for a compatible transportation system 
that meets the needs that the projected growth creates.  

Since the October 2004 newsletter, the analysis of the existing conditions in 
Will County and the review of the 2030 transportation goals and objectives 
were completed.  The reports for these analyses can be found on the 
project website.  This information was presented at a series of community 
workshops and at the May 2005 PIMs.  The workshops and PIMs provided 
an opportunity for representatives from interested agencies and the public 
to provide feedback and information regarding land use changes and 
transportation needs within Will County.  This information was used to 
develop an update to the population and employment forecasts, called the 
Action-Oriented Forecasts, and in the development of a comprehensive 
unconstrained transportation plan.  The unconstrained plan identifi es potential 
projects, including roadways, public transportation, and trails, regardless of 
constraints such as fi nancial limitations.  The unconstrained plan represents 
the vision of transportation improvements needed to accommodate the 
expected growth in the county.  

The following articles describe in more detail the progress made in 
key elements of the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan: Public and 
Agency Coordination, Action-Oriented Forecasts, Development of the 
Unconstrained Plan, and the Next Steps.  

The project team is asking for your opinion on the potential projects identifi ed 
in the unconstrained plan and the highest transportation priorities of Will 
County.  For more information about the development of the Will County 
2030 Transportation Plan and to provide the needed feedback, please plan to 
attend one of the upcoming PIMs.  See the insert for locations and times.

Contacts

If you would like more 
information about the 
project, please contact: 

Will County Department of 
Highways
16841 W. Laraway Road
Joliet, IL 60433
815-727-8476

Or you can go to the website:
http://projects.ch2m.com/
willcounty/

Next Steps
After the November 2005 PIMs, the project team 
will continue developing the Will County 2030 
Transportation Plan.  The next steps in the process 
include development of transportation standards and 
guidelines as well as a fi scal analysis to determine 
the expected level of transportation improvements the 
county is expected to fund.  The established policies and 
fi scal constraints will be combined with transportation 
priorities to identify those projects that would provide 
the greatest benefi t to Will County.  The resulting 

constrained plan and guiding transportation policies 
will be available for public comment in late spring/
early summer of 2006.  Your comments regarding 
the transportation priorities for Will County will be 
considered in the development of the fi nal products of 
the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan.  
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Transportation Plan Development

The fi rst step in developing the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan was to 
analyze the performance of the transportation system by considering only those 
projects that have suffi cient funding identifi ed and available for construction.  
This analysis showed that the transportation system in 2030 would experience 
substantial growth in congestion.  The Will County 2030 Transportation 
Plan will provide solutions to offset this increase in travel demand within the 
county.  

A comprehensive unconstrained plan is being developed to represent the vision 
of the transportation solution for Will County.   The plan is comprehensive and 
includes improvements to the roadway system (including interstate, state, county, 
and local roadways), transit systems, and non-motorized systems (bicycle and 
pedestrian).  The unconstrained plan identifi es a set of improvements without 
considering priorities or the fi nancial limitations of the maintaining agencies.  
The unconstrained plan does consider some environmental and social constraints 
that could make the physical construction of the various transportation projects 
infeasible.  

Given the fi nancial limitations of the county and other agencies, priorities 
are needed to establish the projects that could be funded.  Through a series of 
workshops and public meetings the project team will gather feedback on the 
criteria used to develop a constrained transportation plan, which will consist of 
the priority projects. 

If all the identifi ed projects in the unconstrained plan were to be constructed, 
approximately 900 lane miles would be added to the road system within Will 
County, mainly on the interstates, state highways, and county highways.  Also, 
the number of congested roadways would be reduced by half, compared to the 
no-action alternative.  

The unconstrained transit plan includes extending four existing Metra lines 
further into the County, as well as the addition of two new commuter rail 
services, the SouthEast Service and the STAR Line. The plan would also 
increase bus service in the County, focusing on rapid service in key corridors 
and additional express routes. The focus of the non-motorized portion of 
the unconstrained plan would be to build on the County’s regional bicycle/
pedestrian trail network by improving connections between the trails and 
between Will County communities. 

If you would like to 
learn more about the 
unconstrained plan 
including details of 
the projects under 
consideration, plan to 
attend the PIMs that will 
take place in November.  
See the insert for details on 
the locations and times.

Population and Employment Forecasts 

Updates

Population and employment forecasts play an important role in the 
development of the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan.  Anticipated 
population and employment growth, as well as residential and commercial 
development over the next 25 years will infl uence the need for and 
prioritization of roadway improvements.  Will County does have an 
abundance of available land to accommodate the anticipated growth; 
however, potential development must be understood to carefully plan for 
a transportation system that can accommodate this growth.  

The Will County 2030 Transportation Plan will primarily be based on 
population and employment forecasts that have been endorsed by the 
Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC).  However, given 
the time that has elapsed since the creation of these forecasts and the 
rapid development already occurring in parts of the county, alternative 
forecasts were produced to test the sensitivity of the Will County 2030 
Transportation Plan to changes in development.  The revised population 
and employment forecasts, the “Action-Oriented Forecasts,” account for 
changes in population and employment that were either unanticipated or 
changed in nature (type or size).

The Action-Oriented Forecasts were developed with extensive feedback 
from local and county offi cials through the community workshops.  
From these workshops, the County identifi ed specifi c developments that 
should be included in the Action-Oriented Forecasts.  The majority of 
communities supported the original (NIPC) forecasts.  However, given 
changes in development since the release of the NIPC forecasts, necessary 
modifi cations to population and employment were identifi ed.  Based on 
comments received at the workshops, the Action-Oriented Forecasts also 
include modifi cations to the population and employment forecasts in some 
of the border counties.  

The population and employment totals projected for 2030 in the Action-
Oriented Forecasts remain the same as the regionally endorsed numbers 
provided by NIPC.  However, population and employment was shifted 
within the County.  The amount of population and employment shift 
within the county was only 1.1% and 0.5% respectfully of the totals.  The 
largest changes occurred in the surrounding counties to the east and west 
of Will County.  

“Congestion Growth”

In 2030 without further expansion of the 
transportation system: 

•  The number of congested roadways in 
Will County will more than triple. 

•  The amount of delay experienced by 
drivers will increase six fold.

Continues on page 3

Public and Agency 

Coordination

The public and local agencies play an 
important role in the development of 
the Will County 2030 Transportation 
Plan.  Both groups provide input to 
the plan including knowledge of the 
local area such as anticipated growth 
in population and employment 
and local transportation needs.  
Local agency involvement also 
ensures that the Will County 2030 
Transportation Plan is developed in 
full coordination with other plans in 
the region.  

Since the publication of our October 
2004 newsletter, the County has 
continued to provide opportunities 
for the public to obtain information 
and to provide comment on the 
Will County 2030 Transportation 
Plan.  Workshops with area offi cials 
representing the municipalities and 
other County departments were 
held to aid in the identifi cation of 
land use and development changes 
since the development of the last 
regionally endorsed population and 
employment forecasts.  Workshop 
participants also identifi ed local and 
regional transportation needs.  A 
summary of the comments received 
from these workshops is available 
on the project website.  

Following the workshops, two PIMs 
were held in May 2005 to obtain 
input on the existing transportation 
system and to identify transportation 
needs in Will County. Information 

Continued from page 2

on the following topics was 
provided at the PIMs:

• Purpose of the Will County 
2030 Transportation Plan

• Plan Development Process

• Goals and Objectives

• Existing Transportation 
Performance

• County Population and 
Employment Forecasts

• Consideration of the South 
Suburban Airport

• Future Transportation 
Performance (assuming the 
existing roadway system)

A complete set of meeting exhibits 
can be found on the project 
website.

The project team will continue 
to meet with area offi cials as 
the County proceeds with the 
development of the Will County 
2030 Transportation Plan.  The 
County will be presenting 
information on which projects 
(roadway, transit, and non-
motorized) are included in the 
unconstrained plan as well as 
the effect of the Action-Oriented 
Forecasts. 
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Will County Highway Department
Public Information Meetings
November 10, 15, and 16, 2005

The Will County Department of Highways, in cooperation with other agencies and elected 
officials, is creating the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan to prepare for the continued 
population and employment growth that is predicted for Will County. 

Three public information meetings are scheduled for 
November 10, 15, and 16 to present project activities 
and findings, and to give the public an opportunity to 
interact directly with the project members. The same 
information will be presented at each meeting, including:

Purpose of the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan
Plan Development Process
County Population and Employment Forecasts
Transportation Plan Elements

Roadway
Public Transportation
Trails

Future Transportation Performance

For more information, please visit our web site at: http://projects.ch2m.com/willcounty/
or contact 

Debbie Flaws: Phone (773) 693-3800 x 215 or e-mail deborah.flaws@ch2m.com
If you require special assistance to attend, please contact Debbie Flaws.

Date:       November 10, 2005
Time:       4 - 7 PM
Place:     Crete Township Hall

1367 Wood St.
Crete, IL

Date:      November 15, 2005
Time:      4 - 7 PM
Place:     Lewis University

Dining Room
One University Parkway
Romeoville, IL 

Date:      November 16, 2005
Time:      4 - 7 PM
Place:     Wilmington City Hall

1165 South Water St.
Wilmington, IL

http://projects.ch2m.com/willcounty/
mailto:deborah.flaws@ch2m.com
http://www.willcountyillinois.com/index.html
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Public Information Meetings: Projects and 

Priorities – November 2005

The Will County 2030 Transportation Plan project team has been hard 
at work since the last newsletter was written in October 2004 and public 
information meetings (PIM) were held in May 2005.  The second round of 
PIMs is scheduled for November and will highlight the work completed, 
including the identifi cation of potential projects to be considered in the 
transportation plan.  

Given the anticipated 85 percent growth in Will County’s population 
between 2004 and 2030, Will County began the process of developing 
a 2030 Transportation Plan to identify the means to provide continued 
mobility within the County and plan for a compatible transportation system 
that meets the needs that the projected growth creates.  

Since the October 2004 newsletter, the analysis of the existing conditions in 
Will County and the review of the 2030 transportation goals and objectives 
were completed.  The reports for these analyses can be found on the 
project website.  This information was presented at a series of community 
workshops and at the May 2005 PIMs.  The workshops and PIMs provided 
an opportunity for representatives from interested agencies and the public 
to provide feedback and information regarding land use changes and 
transportation needs within Will County.  This information was used to 
develop an update to the population and employment forecasts, called the 
Action-Oriented Forecasts, and in the development of a comprehensive 
unconstrained transportation plan.  The unconstrained plan identifi es potential 
projects, including roadways, public transportation, and trails, regardless of 
constraints such as fi nancial limitations.  The unconstrained plan represents 
the vision of transportation improvements needed to accommodate the 
expected growth in the county.  

The following articles describe in more detail the progress made in 
key elements of the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan: Public and 
Agency Coordination, Action-Oriented Forecasts, Development of the 
Unconstrained Plan, and the Next Steps.  

The project team is asking for your opinion on the potential projects identifi ed 
in the unconstrained plan and the highest transportation priorities of Will 
County.  For more information about the development of the Will County 
2030 Transportation Plan and to provide the needed feedback, please plan to 
attend one of the upcoming PIMs.  See the insert for locations and times.

Contacts

If you would like more 
information about the 
project, please contact: 

Will County Department of 
Highways
16841 W. Laraway Road
Joliet, IL 60433
815-727-8476

Or you can go to the website:
http://projects.ch2m.com/
willcounty/

Next Steps
After the November 2005 PIMs, the project team 
will continue developing the Will County 2030 
Transportation Plan.  The next steps in the process 
include development of transportation standards and 
guidelines as well as a fi scal analysis to determine 
the expected level of transportation improvements the 
county is expected to fund.  The established policies and 
fi scal constraints will be combined with transportation 
priorities to identify those projects that would provide 
the greatest benefi t to Will County.  The resulting 

constrained plan and guiding transportation policies 
will be available for public comment in late spring/
early summer of 2006.  Your comments regarding 
the transportation priorities for Will County will be 
considered in the development of the fi nal products of 
the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan.  
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Introduction to the Project

Over the past decade, the County has experienced rapid growth.  In fact, Will 
County is projected to be one of the fastest growing counties in Illinois.  The 
2030 Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC) population projection 
for Will County is over 1.1 million from an existing population of approximately 
500,000.  The projected increase in employment is from approximately 169,000 
to 443,000 by 2030.  To plan for this growth, the County is developing a 2030 
Transportation Plan with the following purpose:

• Establish goals, objectives, and policies for the transportation plan

• Evaluate the performance of the transportation system

• Determine transportation projects and priorities

• Provide information to guide transportation decisions

• Identify resources to implement transportation projects

Currently, Will County has a 2020 Transportation Plan, adopted in December 
2000.  Since the adoption of this plan, the county has grown signifi cantly and the 
Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS) and the Northern Illinois Planning 
Commission (NIPC), have updated regional forecasts and developed a 2030 
regional transportation plan (RTP).  In addition, the proposed South Suburban 
Airport (SSA), would infl uence development patterns and affect existing 
roadways in the eastern portion of the Will County.  These planning efforts will 
serve as inputs into the development of a 2030 Will County  Transportation Plan.  
The planning  process will yield a county-wide comprehensive transportation 
plan that addresses mobility, infrastructure improvements, and fi nancial issues.  
The plan will encompass a multi-modal approach including roadways, transit, 
and non-motorized facilities.  

A key component of the planning process will be the integration of land use 
and transportation improvements.  The 2030 Will County Transportation Plan 
will be developed in response to future land activity within the County and 
the surrounding area.  The planning process will consider the County’s Land 
Resource Management Plan.  As a result, the transportation plan will meet the 
varying needs of those who live and work in Will County.

6. Interagency Coordination
In conjunction with the transportation plan, a spirit of commitment to 
interagency coordination and cooperation should be established in the 
region.

7. Financial Feasibility
The development of the transportation system should use fi nancial 
resources effi ciently and be fi nancially attainable.

8. Commitment to Implementation
The transportation plan should be supported by a commitment to implement 
the recommended improvement according to an identifi ed schedule.

Continued from page 3.

Contacts

If you would like more 
information about the project, 
please contact: 

Will County Department of 
Highways
16841 W. Laraway Road
Joliet, IL 60433
815-727-8476

Or you can go to the website:
http://projects.ch2m.com/
willcounty/
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Join the Mailing List

If you would like to have your name added to the mailing list for the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan, please 
visit our website at: http://projects.ch2m.com/willcounty/ or fi ll out the following form and mail to:

Will County Department of Highways
16841 W. Laraway Road
Joliet, IL  60433

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

Affi liation ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (Daytime) __________________________________  (Evening) __________________________________

Agency Involvement

The Will County Highway Department is the lead agency in the 
development of the 2030 transportation plan.  However, data and input 
from many other agencies will be incorporated.  Some of the contributing 
agencies and their role in this project are identifi ed below:

Planning Process 

The 2030 Transportation Plan is anticipated to take two years to complete 
with a completion date expected in 2006.  The planning process is broken 
down into 9 steps.

1. Identify Goals and Strategies

2. Develop 2030 Socioeconomic Forecast

3. Develop Future Travel Forecasts

4. Identify Existing and Future Transportation Defi ciencies 

5. Identify Future Alternative Transportation Improvement Strategies

6. Evaluate Alternatives 

7. Develop Cost Estimates and Identify Financial Resources

8. Identify Priorities and Develop Program Implementation

9. Finalize Will County 2030 Transportation Plan 

The planning process begins with the development of goals and strategies.  
These principles set the framework from which the County will make 
decisions regarding future transportation facilities or actions.  The 2030 
socioeconomic assumptions used in conjunction with the travel demand 

model generate the future traffi c volumes on the roadways 
in Will County.  Transportation performance measures 
will be used to evaluate the existing and future roadway 
transportation defi ciencies.  To address these defi ciencies, 
alternative transportation improvement strategies will be 
evaluated with an outcome of a recommended Will County 
2030 Transportation Plan.  Priorities and plan implementation 
will be established by considering development patterns, 
capacity defi ciencies, and fi nancial constraints.

Transportation and Planning Goals

The goals address the long-range transportation vision in 
terms of facilities and services and the means to achieve the 
recommended transportation plan.  The goals encompass 
both objectives by focusing on the transportation system 
(Goals 1-5) and the planning and implementation process 
(Goals 6-8).  No effort has been made to prioritize the 
goals.

1. Mobility and Accessibility
The transportation system should offer convenient travel 
opportunities and an integration of travel modes that will 

Avenues for Public 

Involvement

Public involvement is a key component of 
the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan 
because the people who live and work 
in the area are the most familiar with the 
transportation issues in the county.  There 
are several ways to get involved, stay 
informed, and provide input throughout 
the project.  

One way to get involved in this study is 
to visit our web site at http://projects.
ch2m.com/willcounty/. The web site 
offers a variety of information, including 
an overview of the project, the project’s 
planning process and schedule, a list of 
upcoming events, and project materials, 
such as newsletters and reports.  This web 
site also provides an opportunity for the 
public to email comments to the project 
team and join the mailing list. 

The public is encouraged to attend public 
meetings and hearings that will be held at 
key milestones during the project.  Public 
meetings and hearings are used to present 
project activities and fi ndings, and to 
give the public an opportunity to interact 
directly with the project members. To 
learn about the meeting schedule, visit the 
“Schedule” section of our web site.  

Finally, this newsletter is a valuable 
source that provides information on the 
progress of the project. Future issues will 
be distributed at key milestones during the 
project and will be sent to those who have 
signed up to be on the mailing list.

If you would like more information, please 
contact the Will County Department of 
Highways at 1-815-727-8476 or write 
to 16841 W. Laraway Road, Joliet, IL 
60433.

allow people to travel to a variety of places according to the 
needs of their own lifestyle.

2. Transportation and Land Development
The transportation system should support existing and 
future patterns of land development, as guided by the Will 
County Land Resource Management Plan.

3. Transportation Performance
The transportation system should provide effi cient and 
quality of service with needed capacity, reasonable speed, 
convenience, and safety for all users.

4. Non-Motorized Travel
The transportation system should enhance the quality of 
life in Will County by providing a system of interconnected 
and safe bicycle paths, pedestrian facilities, and equestrian 
trails.

5. Environmental and Natural Resource Protection
The transportation system should be sensitive to the 
environmental resources of the region and minimize 
negative encroachments to and disruptions in such areas.

Continues on the back page.

Planning Process (continued from Page 2)
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Avenues for Public 

Involvement

Public involvement is a key component of 
the Will County 2030 Transportation Plan 
because the people who live and work 
in the area are the most familiar with the 
transportation issues in the county.  There 
are several ways to get involved, stay 
informed, and provide input throughout 
the project.  

One way to get involved in this study is 
to visit our web site at http://projects.
ch2m.com/willcounty/. The web site 
offers a variety of information, including 
an overview of the project, the project’s 
planning process and schedule, a list of 
upcoming events, and project materials, 
such as newsletters and reports.  This web 
site also provides an opportunity for the 
public to email comments to the project 
team and join the mailing list. 

The public is encouraged to attend public 
meetings and hearings that will be held at 
key milestones during the project.  Public 
meetings and hearings are used to present 
project activities and fi ndings, and to 
give the public an opportunity to interact 
directly with the project members. To 
learn about the meeting schedule, visit the 
“Schedule” section of our web site.  

Finally, this newsletter is a valuable 
source that provides information on the 
progress of the project. Future issues will 
be distributed at key milestones during the 
project and will be sent to those who have 
signed up to be on the mailing list.

If you would like more information, please 
contact the Will County Department of 
Highways at 1-815-727-8476 or write 
to 16841 W. Laraway Road, Joliet, IL 
60433.

allow people to travel to a variety of places according to the 
needs of their own lifestyle.

2. Transportation and Land Development
The transportation system should support existing and 
future patterns of land development, as guided by the Will 
County Land Resource Management Plan.

3. Transportation Performance
The transportation system should provide effi cient and 
quality of service with needed capacity, reasonable speed, 
convenience, and safety for all users.

4. Non-Motorized Travel
The transportation system should enhance the quality of 
life in Will County by providing a system of interconnected 
and safe bicycle paths, pedestrian facilities, and equestrian 
trails.

5. Environmental and Natural Resource Protection
The transportation system should be sensitive to the 
environmental resources of the region and minimize 
negative encroachments to and disruptions in such areas.

Continues on the back page.

Planning Process (continued from Page 2)
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Include these points:
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• Agency Involvement
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In this Issue, 

you’ll read about

• Introduction to the Project

• Agency Involvement

• Planning Process

• Avenues for Public 
Involvement

• Transportation and Planning 
Goals

• Join the Mailing List

FIRST CLASS

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Introduction to the Project

Over the past decade, the County has experienced rapid growth.  In fact, Will 
County is projected to be one of the fastest growing counties in Illinois.  The 
2030 Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC) population projection 
for Will County is over 1.1 million from an existing population of approximately 
500,000.  The projected increase in employment is from approximately 169,000 
to 443,000 by 2030.  To plan for this growth, the County is developing a 2030 
Transportation Plan with the following purpose:

• Establish goals, objectives, and policies for the transportation plan

• Evaluate the performance of the transportation system

• Determine transportation projects and priorities

• Provide information to guide transportation decisions

• Identify resources to implement transportation projects

Currently, Will County has a 2020 Transportation Plan, adopted in December 
2000.  Since the adoption of this plan, the county has grown signifi cantly and the 
Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS) and the Northern Illinois Planning 
Commission (NIPC), have updated regional forecasts and developed a 2030 
regional transportation plan (RTP).  In addition, the proposed South Suburban 
Airport (SSA), would infl uence development patterns and affect existing 
roadways in the eastern portion of the Will County.  These planning efforts will 
serve as inputs into the development of a 2030 Will County  Transportation Plan.  
The planning  process will yield a county-wide comprehensive transportation 
plan that addresses mobility, infrastructure improvements, and fi nancial issues.  
The plan will encompass a multi-modal approach including roadways, transit, 
and non-motorized facilities.  

A key component of the planning process will be the integration of land use 
and transportation improvements.  The 2030 Will County Transportation Plan 
will be developed in response to future land activity within the County and 
the surrounding area.  The planning process will consider the County’s Land 
Resource Management Plan.  As a result, the transportation plan will meet the 
varying needs of those who live and work in Will County.

6. Interagency Coordination
In conjunction with the transportation plan, a spirit of commitment to 
interagency coordination and cooperation should be established in the 
region.

7. Financial Feasibility
The development of the transportation system should use fi nancial 
resources effi ciently and be fi nancially attainable.

8. Commitment to Implementation
The transportation plan should be supported by a commitment to implement 
the recommended improvement according to an identifi ed schedule.

Continued from page 3.

Contacts

If you would like more 
information about the project, 
please contact: 

Will County Department of 
Highways
16841 W. Laraway Road
Joliet, IL 60433
815-727-8476

Or you can go to the website:
http://projects.ch2m.com/
willcounty/
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Additional Written Comments as a result of the Workshops 
 

City of Joliet 
 
Criteria for prioritizing projects 

• Congestion Relief 
• Planning for future growth/land use 
• Economic development 

 
Three top transportation projects for Will County 

• A full interchange at I-55 and IL 59 
• Widening of IL 59 (US 30 to US 52) 
• Widening of Route 6 (IL 171 to I-355) 

 
Projects to be added 

• A full interchange at I-55 and IL 59 
• Extension of the Star Line south from Shorewood to the Rock Island Line 

to allow for future service to downtown Joliet. 
 
Village of Crete 
 
Additional projects 

• Replace pavement on Exchange from Main to Milwaukee Road tracks 
• Straighten out the curve on Exchange west of Cottage and east of Crete 

Road.  
• Immediate need for intersection improvement improvements at Crete 

Road and Exchange / turn lanes and grade. 
• In future years – 3 lane cross section on Exchange through town and add 

lanes on Exchange, Western Avenue to State Line. 
• Immediate need for intersection improvements at Exchange, Stoney 

Island and Burville / turn lanes and merge lanes. 
• Immediate need for turn lanes on Exchange and 394. 
• Immediate need for truck route from 394 or Route 1 to Route 50 or 57 to 

use before Illiana Expressway is built. 
 
Village of Orland Park 
 
Additional Projects 

• Designate Bell Road a State Strategic Major Arterial Road.  There is no 
major north – south artery between Route 53 and LaGrange Road south 
of the Stevenson Expressway.  This is a distance of 12 miles.  Ideally, 
Route 83 would directly connect to Bell Road instead of the current 
indirect connection via Archer Avenue.  Although the I-355 extension will 
be built through the area, the local road framework is woefully inadequate 



to handle growth and an interstate is not going to be a solution for local 
road needs.  Bell Road should be prioritized to expand to four lanes with 
turn lanes from Route 83 south to Route 6. 

• Create a train station where the Metra Southwest Line extension crosses 
the Rock Island Line in New Lenox.  This will allow a transfer between 
lines which should be a part of a larger long term strategic plan for Metra. 

• Prioritize the widening of Route 7 (159th Street) to four lanes with turn 
lanes at it will be impacted with I-355 traffic and general area growth. 

• Prioritize the widening of 143rd Street to four lanes with turn lanes as it will 
impacted with I-355 traffic and general area growth. 



 
Summary of Projects 

 
East Workshop 

November 1, 2005 
At 

Governor’s State University 
University Park, Illinois 

 
E-W Priority Comments 

 
• East/West connection to Indiana – not available as proposed (too far 

North) 
•  Illiana Expressway 
• I-55 Expansion to 4 lanes in county is not sufficient 
• Improve Western from County Line to airport 
• Improved Exchange from Indiana 
• I-57 to Indiana: Toll 
• US 30 
• US 30 widening: Frankfort to New Lenox 
• I-55 
• Stuenkel Road widening & access to I-57 
• Improve Stuenkel all the way to Monee (b/t Crawford +Monee) 
• Improve Crawford Stuenkel to Cook County Line (300 lot subdivision on 

Crawford by University Park Golf Course to be annexed to Park Forest) 
• I-57 Stunkel Interchange 
• I-57 interchange at Stuenkel 
• 394 limited access: Rt. I-80 Beecher to Kankakee County Line 
• Improved 394 
• 394 Goodenow 
• Improve E-W route b/t Manhattan-Monee & Wilmington Peotone roads 
• Wilmington – Peotone to State Line 
• Improve Monee Road thru Park Forest (from improved Stuenkel to Cook 

County Line) 
• Improve 45 for N/S route thru middle of county (4 lanes) [4-lanes Frankfort 

North currently] 
• Route 45 widen to 4 lanes South of Frankfort 
• Crete – Monee/Manhattan – Monee 

o Other394 Goodenow 
• Transit 
• SES 
• Star Line East 
•  



 
Summary of Projects (East Workshop) con’t 
 

• Star Line Park Forrest 
o All rail improvements 

 
• Commuter rail to 3rd Airport 
• Bus to Kankakee & commuter rail 
• No exceptions to Metra bus plans 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



East Workshop 
November 1, 2005 

At 
Governor’s State University 

University Park, Illinois 
Criteria 

Table 1 (Red) 
Congestion Relief 
 

• Cross jurisdiction 
• Reducing travel time 
• Alternate routes 
• Jurisdictional split (Not just $ for interchanges) 
• I-55 interstate – congestion along I-55 

 
Environmental Impacts & Recreational Use 
 

• Preserve natural resources 
• Recreational use areas 
• Preserve open space 
• Quality of life – noise slight 

 
Connectivity 
 

• E/W Corridors 
• E/W connections and Improvements 

 
Feasibility 
 

• ROW availability 
• Cost effectiveness 

 
Economic Development 
 

• Access 
 
Socio-Economic Concerns/Services 
 

• Helping poor to gain access 
• Elderly 

Intended Use-Through Traffic vs. Local Traffic 



East Workshop 
 
 

Comments on Projects 
Table 1 (Red) 

• East/West connection to Indiana – not available as proposed (too far 
North) 

• I-55 Expansion to 4 lanes in county is not sufficient 
 

E-W Priority  
• US 30 
• Illiana 
• I-55 

 
No exceptions to Metra bus plans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



East Workshop 
Table 2 (Blue) 

Congestion Relief 
 

• Congestion relief 
• Reduced travel times 
• Vehicles per day – capacity 
• Speed 

 
 
Connectivity 
 

• Overall system improvements 
• Connection with Indiana to facilities – Interstates – Tollways in south 

county 
• East/West travel corridor – part in south county to prevent congestion in 

north county 
• Connection to other economic centers 
• Location to population base 

 
Cost Effectiveness 
 

• Cost 
• Cost/benefit 
• Cost to volume ratio 

 
Economic Development 
 

• Stimulate 
• Roadway Plan will increase Economic Development 

 
 
Other 
 

• Enhance recreational activities 
• Intermodal connectivity 
• Commuter rail – reduce congestion on highways 
• Rail plan – easy access to airport 

 
 
 
 



 
 
East Workshop 

Comments on Projects 
Table 2 (Blue) 

• Illiana Expressway 
• Wilmington – Peotone to State Line 
• Crete – Monee/Manhattan – Monee 
• Other 

o I-57 Stunkel Interchange 
o 394 Goodenow 

• Transit 
o SES 
o Star Line East 
o All rail improvements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
East Workshop 
 

Table 3 (Green) 
Environmental /Socio 
 

• Will the projects increase air quality over existing conditions 
• Noise 

 
Connectivity 
 

• Lack of east - west roads and economic impacts 
 
Cost Effectiveness 
 

• Are the improvements cost effective in reducing drive times, fuel 
consumption, etc. 

 
Economic Development 
 

• Cuts trolley 
 
Compatible Land Use 
 

• Land banking 
• Ability to preserve corridor 

 
Safety 
 

• Improve truck routes to truck route standards 
 
Aesthetics 
 

• Will project improve or maintain the aesthetics of the area? 
• Architectural significance, landscape features 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
East Workshop 

 
 

Comments on Projects 
Table 3 (Green) 

• I-57 to Indiana: Toll 
• US 30 widening: Frankfort to New Lenox 
• 394 limited access: Rt. I-80 Beecher to Kankakee County Line 
• Stuenkel Road widening & access to I-57 
• Commuter rail to 3rd Airport 
• Bus to Kankakee & commuter rail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
East Workshop 
 

Table 4 (Orange) 
Operations 
 

• Update current design standards 
• Reduce travel times 
• Reduce VHD 
• Design for future traffic 

 
Environmental / Social Impacts  
 

• Protect “High Quality” wetlands critical habitat 
• Trucks on designated routes 
• Reduce emissions 

 
Safety 
 

• Trucks on designated routes 
• Reduce crashes 
• Improve road conditions 
• Update current design standards 

 
Land Development 

 
• Link residential development & road improvements 
• Support planned commercial / industrial development 

 
Economics 
 

• Bang for the buck 
• Beat the development – low ROW costs 
• Only do projects the have dollars to do it right ( don’t 4 lane where 6 lanes 

are needed) 
• Take dollars when available within reason 

 
Miscellaneous 
 

• Consider Alternate Materials – long life pavements (re-evaluate material 
standards) 

 



 
 
East Workshop 

Comments on Projects 
Table 4 (Orange) 

Missing Projects 
 

• Improve Stuenkel all the way to Monee (b/t Crawford +Monee) 
• Improve Western from Count Line to airport 
• Improve Monee Road thru Park Forest (from improved Stuenkel to Cook 

County Line) 
• Improve 45 for N/S route thru middle of county (4 lanes) [4-lanes Frankfort 

North currently] 
• Improve Crawford Stuenkel to Cook County Line (300 lot subdivision on 

Crawford by University Park Golf Course to be annexed to Park Forest) 
• Improve E-W route b/t Manhattan-Monee & Wilmington Peotone roads 

 
Drop Projects 
 

• None 
 
Wish List Top Priorities 
 

• Star Line Park Forrest 
• I-57 interchange at Stuenkel 
• Improved Exchange from Indiana 
• Improved 394 
• Route 45 widen to 4 lanes South of Frankfort 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Summary of Projects 

 
 

Northwest Workshop 
November 8, 2005 

At 
Lewis University 

Romeoville, Illinois 
 
Missed Projects 
 

• Extension of 143rd Street from Route 59 to Route 126 
• Extend 126 to Lockport / Airport Road 
• Bus stop – add Route 30 and 127th Street 
• Add more park and ride 
• Connect 355 trail to Old Plank Road 
• New connection at I-55 & Weber 
• Cedar &159th Street 
• Improve interchange at I-55 and IL 59 
• E /W Corridor in Homer Glen area – 159th Street 
• US 6 – 5 lanes 
• School House interchange North to US 6 
• I-80 interchange at Wolf 
• Transit service in Wheatland Township 

o Particular service to Joliet 
o Para transit b /t Dupage and Will 

• Realignment of 126 to 143 rd Street at Kendall / Will Border 
• Extension of 143rd Street – Board approved Phase I 
• Bus service Star Station at 95th Street to IL 53 Park &Ride / Transit center 
• Add lanes (4 lanes) I-55 to IL 53 Airport / Taylor 
• IL 53 improved I-55 to Canton Farm 
• 111th Street improvements 
• East – West Expressway between I-80, Wilmington, Peotone  Linked to 

Prairie Parkway and Illiana 
 
 
 
 
Top Priorities  
 

• I-55 widening to 8 lanes WC wide 
• I-55 / IL59 full interchange 



Summary of Projects (Northwest Workshop) con’t 
 

• I-55 & Weber 
• Widen I-55 throughout county 
• Interchange at Airport Road (I-55) 
• US 30 
• Weber Road 
• Weber Road – 6 lanes 
• Route 59 widening to 4 lanes Plainfield to Shorewood 
• IL 59 / US 30 at Plainfield 
• 159 – East / West corridor 
• Widen 159th Street (near I-355) 
• Interchanges along I-355 – arterial improvements 
• Feeders into I-355 
• Widen Joliet Road to 4 lanes 
• Laraway Road – 4 lanes 
• 95th Street bridge and roadway corridor 
• Widen Naper – Plainfield Road 
• Airport Road interchange 
• 119th Street 
• E/W Corridor between I-55 and I-57 through Arsenal 
• Protecting Arterials and truck routes for future 
• N / S Corridors through New Lenox (south of US 30) 
• Connectivity with Wikaduke Trail 
• Improve public transportation Plainfield 
• Transit in general – Star Line in particular 
• Service to Arsenal (Metra) 

 
 
 
Remove 
 

• Tollway south extension through New Lenox 
• Star Line stop on Division Street. 
• 6 lanes Boughton 
• IL 53 - I-55 to Boughton. 
• I-355 unfeasible south of I-80 to I-57  focus elsewhere. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Northwest Workshop 
November 8, 2005 

At 
Lewis University 

Romeoville, Illinois 
Criteria 

Table 1 (Neon Green) 
Economic Development 
 

• Can it provide economic development? 
• Number of communities impacted / regionalism 

 
Funding / Cost Effectiveness 
 

• Distribution of projects county wide 
• Availability of outside funds for the project 
• Can development fund any portion of the improvement? 
• Biggest bang for the buck 
• Breakdown of finances / project per area 

 
Environmental 
 

• Ton of particulate removed / $ 
 
Connectivity 
 

• Providing connectivity between arterial routes 
• Connecting to interstate and tollway  
• Improved access to interstates 
• Gives additional access 

 
Compatibility with Land Use 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Northwest Workshop 
Design & Operations 
 

• Safety 
o Promote safer travel 
o Safety 

• Congestion 
o Relieves congestion 
o Congestion mitigation 
o Time saver 
o More efficient road travel times 

 
Aesthetics  
 
Multi – Modal 
 

• Access to transit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Northwest Workshop 

Comments on Projects 
Table 1 (Neon Green) 

 
Missed Projects 
 

• Extension of 143rd Street from Route 59 to Route 126 
• Extend 126 to Lockport / Airport Road 
• Bus stop – add Route 30 and 127th Street 
• Add more park and ride 
• Connect 355 trail to Old Plank Road 

 
Top Priorities  
 

• Connectivity with Wikaduke Trail 
• I-55 widening to 8 lanes WC wide 
• Widen Joliet Road to 4 lanes 
• Route 59 widening to 4 lanes Plainfield to Shorewood 

 
Remove 
 

• Tollway south extension through New Lenox 
• Star Line stop on Division Street. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Northwest Workshop 

Table 2  
Economic Development 
 

• Economic development 
• Giving each community the chance to develop a competive tax base 
• Matching funds 

 
Funding / Cost Effectiveness 
 

• ROW through agriculture land 
• Greatest number of people / $ 

 
Environmental 
 

• Environmental impact 
• Reduce fuel usage 

 
Connectivity 
 

• Shorten distance driven 
• Creating connectivity and straighten out jogs 

 
Compatibility with Land Use 
 

• Reserving ROW 
• Regional nature of roadway 

 
Design & Operations 
 

• Safety 
o Bottle necks, stack time on intersections 

 
• Congestion 

o Number of vehicles helped by a given project 
o Congestion relief: reduce delay and level of service at corners 
o Congestion relief 
o Relieving an existing traffic log jam 

 
Aesthetics  
Multi – Modal 

• Transit 



 
 
Northwest Workshop 

Comments on Projects 
Table 2  

 
Missed Projects 
 

• New connection at I-55 & Weber 
• Cedar &159th Street 
• Improve interchange at I-55 and IL 59 
• E /W Corridor in Homer Glen area – 159th Street 
• US 6 – 5 lanes 
• School House interchange North to US 6 

 
Top Priorities  
 

• I-55 / IL59 full interchange 
• I-55 & Weber 
• Weber Road 
• US 30 
• 159 – East / West corridor 
• Laraway Road – 4 lanes 

 
Remove 
 

• 6 lanes Boughton 
• IL 53 I-55 to Boughton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Northwest Workshop 
Table 3 (Red) 

Economic Development 
 

•  
 
Funding / Cost Effectiveness 
 

• Using matching funds (F, S, L) 
 
Environmental 
 

• Social impacts 
 
Connectivity 
 

• Improved connections to interstates 
 
Compatibility with Land Use 
 

• Provide service to communities / industry from within and without 
 
Design & Operations 
 

• Update current design standards 
• Safety 

o Safety along roadways 
o Safety at intersections 

• Congestion 
o Accommodation of peak hour movements 
o Reduce congestion 

Aesthetics  
 
Multi – Modal 
 

• Considerations / potential priorities 
• Public transit 

o Service for elderly / disabled 
o Rider ship 

 
 
 



Northwest Workshop  
Comments on Projects 

Table 3 (Red) 
 

Missed Projects 
 

• I-80 interchange at Wolf 
• Transit service in Wheatland Township 

o Particular service to Joliet 
o Para transit b /t Dupage and Will 

• Realignment of 126 to 143 rd Street at Kendall / Will Border 
• Extension of 143rd Street – Board approved Phase I 
• Bus service Star Station at 95th Street to IL 53 Park &Ride / Transit center 
• Add lanes (4 lanes) I-55 to IL 53 Airport / Taylor 
• IL 53 improved I-55 to Canton Farm 
• 111th Street improvements 

 
Top Priorities  
 

• 95th Street bridge and roadway corridor 
• Widen Naper – Plainfield Road 
• IL 59 / US 30 at Plainfield 
• Improve public transportation Plainfield 
• Weber Road – 6 lanes 
• Airport Road interchange 
• Transit in general – Star Line in particular 
• 119th Street 
• Interchanges along I-355 – arterial improvements 

 
Remove 
 

• Nothing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Northwest Workshop 

Table 4  
Economic Development 
 

• Economic development Impact 
• Preserve truck routes to support industrial development 

 
Funding / Cost Effectiveness 
 

• Cost benefit (bang for the buck) 
• ROW acquired or protected 
• ROW acquired 

 
Environmental 
 

• Environmental impacts minimized 
 
Connectivity 
 

• Regional connectivity 
• Support and improve existing system (transportation impact) 

 
Regional / Political Impact 
 

• Political support 
• Regional importance 

Design & Operations 
 

• Safety 
o Safety (accident rates ect.) 

• Congestion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Northwest Workshop 

Comments on Projects 
Table 4  

 
Missed Projects 
 

• East – West Expressway between I-80, Wilmington, Peotone  Linked to 
Prairie Parkway and Illiana 

 
Top Priorities  
 

• Interchange at Airport Road (I-55) 
• Widen I-55 throughout county 
• Feeders into I-355 
• E/W Corridor between I-55 and I-57 through Arsenal 
• Protecting Arterials and truck routes for future 
• N / S Corridors through New Lenox (south of US 30) 
• Widen 159th Street (near I-355) 
• Service to Arsenal (Metra) 

 
Remove 
 

• I-355 unfeasible south of I-80 to I-57  focus elsewhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Summary of Projects 
 

Southwest Workshop 
November 3, 2005 

At 
Wilmington City Hall 
Wilmington, Illinois 

 
 

Comments on Projects 
 

Missed Projects 
 

• I-55 improvement should go full width of the county  - 3 – lanes all the way 
to Il 47 in Dwight City 

• I-55 Arsenal Road Interchange 
• I-55 Complete I-55/IL 129 interchange – Southbound exit only now! 
• I-55/IL59 full interchange 
• I-55 at IL 129 
• I-55 overpass County Farm 
• Widen I-55 south of Wilmington 
• I-80 widen to 6 lanes thru Morris 
• I-80 Ingolsby / Shepley 
• Truck routing in Residential areas Elwood, Manhattan 
• Hoff Road as potential truck bypass around Elwood, Manhattan, and 

Green Garden 
• Route 6 as BRT corridor 
• Route 6 – west of I-55 
• Wilmington – Peotone Road to River Road and I-55 
• North / south route possibly 52 
• Bridge over Kankakee South of Wilmington (Zilan) 
• More improvements south of Wilmington 
• Manteno – De Selm Road (east/west improvements 
• Not enough improvements to address south half of county 
• Improvements at County lines with Kankakee and Grundy 
• Old Chicago Road needs widened 
• Improve Hoff Road (east – west corridor) 
• Trail system linking Jackson Township to I&M Canal corridor and Village 

of Manhattan and Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
• Provide multiple access points for trails 
• ROW available for Wilmington – Kankakee St. Trail bike connection 



Summary of Projects (Southwest Workshop) Con’t 
 

• Less bikes – more roads 
•  
• Expand bus service in Wilmington to 5 days 
• The viability of bus plan – reallocation of funds bus to trails 

 
 
 
Top Priorities  
 

• Widening of I-55 extension 
• Widen I-55 south of I-80 x 2 
• Interchange at Arsenal Road 
• I-55 widening 
• Continue widening of I-55 south to county line x 2 
• Widening of I-80 from Morris East 
• Widening of interstates east 
• I-80 Ingelsby / Shepley 
• Metra 
• Expansion of Peotone I-55 to I-57 
• Metra improvements (get people off roads) 
• IL 53 improvements (Wilmington – Braidwood) left turn lanes, widening, 

etc. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Southwest Workshop 
November 3, 2005 

At 
Wilmington City Hall 
Wilmington, Illinois 

Criteria 
 

Table 1  
Congestion / Operations 
 

• Reduce travel times 
• Road infrastructure improvements to alleviate congestion 
• Expand Metra (Elwood, Wilmington, Braidwood 
• Increase commuter lines and stations 
• Accommodating growth 

 
Connectivity 
 
Safety 
 

• Safety improvements 
• Safety on roadways, speed limits, traffic signals 

 
Proactive / Financial 
 

• Return on investment 
 
Economic Development 
 

• Increase economic opportunities (jobs, property tax, sales tax) 
 
 
Regional Impacts 
 
Environmental  
 

• Environmental effects 
• Fuel consumption 
• Pollution reduction 
• Make sure developers have regional trail maps 

 
 



Southwest Workshop  
Comments on Projects 

Table 1  
 

Missed Projects 
 

• I-55 improvement should go full width of the county  - 3 – lanes all the way 
to Il 47 in Dwight City 

• I-55 Arsenal Road Interchange 
• I-55 Complete I-55/IL 129 interchange – Southbound exit only now! 
• I-55/IL59 full interchange 
• I-80 widen to 6 lanes thru Morris 
• Truck routing in Residential areas Elwood, Manhattan 
• Hoff Road as potential truck bypass around Elwood, Manhattan, and 

Green Garden 
• Route 6 as BRT corridor 
• Expand bus service in Wilmington to 5 days 
• Trail system linking Jackson Township to I&M Canal corridor and Village 

of Manhattan and Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
• Provide multiple access points for trails 
• The viability of bus plan – reallocation of funds bus to trails 

 
Top Priorities  
 

• Widening of I-55 extension 
• Widening of I-80 from Morris East 
• Widening of interstates east/west connection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Southwest Workshop  
 

Table 2 
Congestion / Operations 
 

• Reduce congestion Metra / Bus 
• Congestion Relief 
• Slowdown traffic in heavily traffic areas 
• Metra, Bypass 355 extension, Wilmington – Peotone Road 

 
Connectivity 
 

• N/S commute improvement 
• Cut down on time 

 
Safety 
 

• Safety – Widening I-55 
• Intersection safety 

 
Proactive  
 

• Look into the future – stop problem before they start 
• Buying property – build roads before area develops 
• Be proactive 
• ROW acquisition is viable / is proactive 

 
Financial 
 

• Best congestion relief for the $ 
• Ratio of federal / state vs. local funding 

 
Economic Development 
 

• Attract Economic development 
• Enhance economic potential 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Southwest Workshop  
 

Comments on Projects 
Table 2 

 
Missed Projects 
 

• Wilmington – Peotone Road to River Road and I-55 
• North / south route possibly 52 
• I-80 Ingolsby / Shepley 
• Route 6 – west of I-55 
• I-55 at IL 129 
• I-55 overpass County Farm 

 
Top Priorities  
 

• I-55 widening 
• I-80 Ingelsby / Shepley 
• Metra 
• Expansion of Peotone I-55 to I-57 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Southwest Workshop  
 

Table 3 
Congestion  
 

• Congestion relief 
• Growth / projected growth 
• Bus depots 
• High traffic count (existing) 
• Reduce existing congestion 

 
Connectivity 
 
Safety 
 

• Redirect truck traffic away from residential areas 
• Improvements to address safety of drivers 
• Hazard reduction 
• Larger intersection 4 or more lanes – Class II roads 
• Roads / bridges adequate for trucks 
• Improve safety at dangerous intersections 

 
Land Use  
 
Financial/Cost 
 

• Cost per project per population 
• Other/several funding sources available for improvement 
• Innovative material pilot project (cost reduction) 

 
 
Economic Development 
 
 
Regional Impacts 
 

• Economic development 
• Improvement help the maximum number of communities 
• Impact on SW/East county with growth 

 
Environmental  



 
Southwest Workshop  
 

Comments on Projects 
Table 3 

 
Missed Projects 
 

• Bridge over Kankakee South of Wilmington (Zilan) 
• More improvements south of Wilmington 
• Manteno – De Selm Road (east/west improvements 
• Not enough improvements to address south half of county 
• Improvements at County lines with Kankakee and Grundy 
• ROW available for Wilmington – Kankakee St. Trail bike connection 
• Widen I-55 south of Wilmington 
• Old Chicago Road needs widened 
• Less bikes – more roads 
• Improve Hoff Road (east – west corridor) 

 
Top Priorities  
 

• Metra improvements (get people off roads) 
• Widen I-55 south of I-80 x 2 
• Interchange at Arsenal Road 
• Continue widening of I-55 south to county line x 2 
• IL 53 improvements (Wilmington – Braidwood) left turn lanes, widening, 

etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




